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e Indian National Space Research Committee was formed in the year 1962

under the chairmanship of famous space scientist Dr. Vikram Sarabhai.
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e This committee started working under the Department of Atomic
Energy. On August 15, 1969, this committee was reorganized and Indian

Space Research Organization (ISRO) was established.
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e In the year 1972, Commission and Department of Space were formed to
run the Indian space programs smoothly. ISRO was kept under the
control of the Department of Space.
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e Rakesh Sharma-India’s tirst and the world's 138th astronaut .
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e During his space flight, the then Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi
asked Rakesh Sharma how India looks from above the space, then
Rakesh Sharma replied - "Saare Jahan Se Achcha.” He was awarded the
Ashok Chakra by the Government of India.
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. Kalpana Chawla was an Indian American astronaut

and space shuttle mission specialist.
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e She was the first Indian woman to go into space.
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» She was one of the seven crew members who died in the Columbia space
shuttle disaster on February 1, 2003.
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5 ~ N an American astronaut
of Indian origin who hails from Ahmedabad (Gujarat).
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e She set a world record of staying in space for 195 days as a female
astronaut.
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e She became the first woman to run the Boston Marathon in space on
April 6, 2007.




REET 202> §1i'/i 59

o ¥ 2008 H HRA WPR = UgH YU F FHTa fhar a1 9 2013
TorTd Rigfeemea A st A ue SUMA yaA B

e In 2008, the Government of India honoured her with the Padma Bhushan
and in 2013, Gujarat University conferred an honorary doctorate degree
on her.
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e He i mainly known as the person who set foot on the moon as an
astronaut of the Apollo mission.
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e He was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom - Congressional
Space Medal of Honor
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e Russia launched Sputnik-1l in November 1957, which also had a dog
named 'Laika’. “xef
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e Soviet Russia is the first country to launch an artificial satellite.
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e The United States of America is the first country o send a man to the
moon. .
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e The first man to float in space is Alexey Leonov of Soviet Russia.
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e India’s first astronaut was Rakesh Sharma.
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% They climbed Mount Everest on 19 May 2013 and with this achieved
the distinction of being the twin sisters to climb Mount Everest.
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% These two sisters also received the title of the first twin sisters to climb

the major peaks of seven continents,
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<+ Flight Lieutenant Nivedita Choudhary is the first woman pilot of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) who conquered Mount Everest in 2011 at the age of
p.
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< She is the first woman from Rajasthan to achieve this feat.
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achieved the distinction of being the first woman
to climb Mount Everest, the highest mountain on earth above sea level,
from both Nepal and China sides on May 18, 2013.
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