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Wetlands are transition areas between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems,
consisting of shallow water throughout the year or most of the year. This

land area is permanently or seasonally flooded with water, thus forming a
unique type of ecosystem.
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« Ramsar is a city in Iran, where on 2 February 1971 an international treaty
was signed for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands, this
agreement is known as the Ramsar Convention.
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Objective - Its main objective is to protect important wetlands all over the
world and this convention came into action on 21 December 1975.
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India has 85 Ramsar sites as of October 2024.
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In the last ten years, the number of Indian Ramsar sites has increased from
26 to 85.




-m%mﬁwazﬁwﬁﬁﬂwmﬂ_ﬁﬁ_ﬁ_}

S—

India signed the Ramsar Convention on 1 February 1982.
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Sundarbans (West Bengal) is the largest Ramsar site in India.
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Renuka Ramsar Site (Himachal Pradesh) is the smallest Ramsar site Iin
L IER
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Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Ramsar sites in India (18).
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In 1981 Chilika Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) were
recognized as India’s first Ramsar sites.
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Currently there are more than % Ramsar sites in the world.
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February 2 is celebrated as International Wetlands Day, as the Ramsar
Convention was signed on February 2, 1971.
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« The Ramsar List is maintained by the Secretariat of the Ramsar
Convention, located at the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) headquarters in Gland, Switzerland.
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The United Kingdom leads the list of countries with Ramsar sites in the
world with 175 Ramsar sites, while Mexico is second with 144 Ramsar sites.

World's largest Ramsar sites: Rio Negro (Brazil)




ﬂ‘m V&1 & fIU 3(=7 UEH: Other initiatives for wetland conservation:

1. aﬂﬁ X UR: At the global level:
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Montreux Record: It is a list of wetlands where the ecological character is
being or may be altered due to technological development, pollution, or

other human interventions.
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World Wetlands Day: Celebrated every year on 2 February to spread
awareness about the conservation of wetlands.

2 ﬂﬂ'ﬂ ¥ UY :At National Level:
. ATEYH (&1 v yay) fAam, 2017
« Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017
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National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA)
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Amrut Dharohar Capacity Building Scheme
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National Wetland Conservation Programme (NWCP): It was launched in
1985 to conserve wetland ecosystems.
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10 New Ramsar Sites to be added in 2024: List of Ramsar Sites in India

19 &1 § Harg yaiarvr, a9 3R Jaarg yRad= ey 3 givon &1 8 fb Ay
&Y f3aw 2024 BT Y4 WY1 W, IR 3 10 T3 STHHTAT BT IR U
¥ T 11d (54T ¢, w331 od S8 75 | 9% 85 81 T8 ¢ | araTg
3d 18 IR WA & ATY TG AT 8, 5D d1G ST WS A 10 IR ™A B |

Recently the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
announced that on the eve of World Wetlands Day 2024, India has
designated 10 new wetlands as Ramsar sites, taking the total number from
75 to 85. Tamil Nadu now leads with 18 Ramsar sites, followed by Uttar
Pradesh with 10 Ramsar sites.
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1. Ankasamudra Bird Conservation Reserve Karnataka




Aghanashini Estuary - Karnataka




Magadi Kere Conservation Reserve Karnataka
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Longwood Shola Reserve Forest - Tamil Nadu




Nagi Bird Sanctuary
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Nakati Bird Sanctuary
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Nanjarayan Bird Sanctuary (Tamil Nadu)




Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuar
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Tawa Reservoir (Madhya Pradesh)




