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The presence of such substances in water which cause harm to
living beings and plants is called water pollution. There are many
reasons for water pollution, which are as follows:-
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1. Waste, feces etc. coming out of the house.
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2. Waste, chemicals, hot water etc. coming out of industries,
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3. Use of detergents (soaps that create lather) for washing
clothes.
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4. Use of chemical fertilizers in fields.
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S. Use of herbicides and pesticides
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6. Throwmg dead animals in water sources.
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is -El;emical pollutants like chloride, carbonate, sulphide,

pesticides, herbicides and other types of artificial chemical
compounds etc.
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Side effects of water pollution
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Due to polluted water, infectious diseases and many dangerous
diseases like jaundice, cholera, tuberculosis, diarrhoea, chronic
fever, typhoid, dysentery etc. occur.
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Consumption of water free from asbestos fibers causes a fatal

disease called asbestosis. This causes lung cancer and stomach
diseases.
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Drinking mercury tainted water causes Minamata disease. This
involves muscle weakness, loss of peripheral vision, and loss of
hearing. In extreme cases madness, paralysis, coma and death
occur within weeks of the onset of symptoms.
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Excess of nitrate in drinking water causes 'Blue Baby Syndrome'
(syndrome caused by decreased oxygen carrying capacity of
blood in infants), excess of cadmium causes '[tai-Itai-Rog’
(painful bone disease) and excess of arsenic causes 'Tlack Foot
(hormonal imbalance). Iliness occurs.
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water pollution control
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The Government of India took the initiative to prevent water

pollution by passing the Water Pollution Control Act in 1974,
which was amended in 1988.
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The Government of India formed the Central Ganga Authority

in 198S to clean the polluted water of the Ganga River, which
was named National River Conservation Authority in 1995.

U ST PH |1 & 6.5 § 8.5 & W& g1 ATfe|
the PH value of drinking water should be between Approx 6.5 to
8.5.




