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VIJAYNAGAR (C. 1350 - 1564)

Vijaynagar Kingdom and the city was
founded by Harihar-I and Bukka-I
(sons of Sangama) who were
feudatories of Kakatiyas and later
became ministers in the court of
Kampili.

Harihar and Bukka were brought to
the centre by Mohammed bin Tughlagq,
converted to Islam and were sent to
south again to control rebellion but on
the instance of Vidyaranya, they
established

Vijaynagar Kingdom in 1336 AD.
Vijaynagar's arch rival were Bahmani
Sultans with whom they fought over
Tungabhadra) Doab between, Krishna-
delta  (Raichur)

Marathwada.

Godavari and

Vijaynagar-Bahamani contest was
started by Bukka I in 1367 when he
attacked the Bahmani fortress at
Mudkal.

resources being devoted to military

It was a war state Its

purpose.
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VIJAYNAGAR DYNASTIES [ESEEUIE CK|
Dynasty Founder Period NS IS CID]
Sangama | Harihar 1336-1485 GITHT gieey 3R | 1336-1485
and Bukka EED
Saluva Saluva 1485-1505 BIGCI BIGCI 1485-1505
Narsimha RiGwT
Tuvalu Veer 1503-1570 qarel dR RGET | 1503-1570
Narsimha
Aravidu Tirumala | 1570-mid GRIEES IREISI 1570-HEA 17
17th
FAMOUS TRAVELLERS TO ISR 9I=a & uidg 9=t
VIJAYANAGAR KINGDOM
Abu Abdullah/Ibn Batuta 3 3fsgeedT / g1 qdT
A moroccan traveller, Left account of | Uep HIRep gT4l, 31U-1 Ww T egRer
Harihara I's reign in his book Rehla also | 1 & rreentet & 910 @1 ) Jewd-34-
called Tuhfat-un-Nuzzar fi Gharaib-ul- TR b TRI9-3T-3TRIR 9T 31S9-3c- 31
Amsar Wa Ajaib-ul-Assar.
Nicolo de Conti Y St ST
[EEARIEICIE

A Italian traveller who visited during the
time of Deva Raya I. Left an account in
travels of Nicolo conti.

Abdur Razzak

Ambassador of Shah Rukh of Samarqand
at the Court of the Zamorin of Calicut.He
gives an accountof the reign of Devaraya
II, in his Matla us Sadain wa Majma ul
Bahrain.

Athanasius Nikitin

A Russian merchant who described the
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conditions of the Bahamani kingdom
undar Muhammad III in his Voyage to
India.

Ludvico de Vorthema

An Italian merchant who visited India in
1502-1508 and left his memoirs in Travels
in Egypt, India, Syria etc.

Duarte Barbosa (1500-1516)

A Portugese he has given a vivid account
of the Vijaynagar goverment under
Krishna Deva Raya in his famous book-
An Account of Countries bordering the
Indian Ocean and their Inhabitants.
Dominigos Paes

Portugese who spent a number of years at
Krishna Deva's court has given a glowing
account of his personality.

Fernao Nuniz

A portugese writer of 16th century spent
three years in Vijaynagar. (1535-37)
VIJAYNAGAR INSCRIPTIONS

The Copper plate inscriptions of the
Vijaynagar rulers are predominantly in
Sanskrit language and Nagari script. The
script of the Vijaynagar grants is called
Nandinagari. Some of the copper plate
grants are written in Kannada, Telugu
and Tamil language and script. Some
written in Kannada

charters are
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language and Nagari script and some in
the Sanskrit language but Kannda script,
while one charter is written in both
Sanskrit and Tamil language, but both in
Tamil script (the Granth). The stone
inscriptions of the Vijaynagar kings were
written in Tamil, Telugu and Kannada
language and scripts in the respective
linguistic regions.

VIJAYNAGAR COINS

The Vijaynagar rulers issued gold coins
called Varahas or Pagodas.(Varaha
because the most common symbol was
the Varaha-the

Vishnu). These help us know that they

boar incarnation of
were Vishnu worshippers.

VIJAYNAGAR FACTS

Harihara II (1377 - 1406)

Expanded the empire towards the sea
coast but his greatest success was in
resting Belgaum and Goa from Bahmani
and in sending expedition to Sri Lanka.
Devraya I (1406 - 1422)

Was defeated by Firoz Shah Bahmani
and had to marry his daughter to him.
But later he colluded with the Reddy
Kingdom and managed to defeat Firoz
Shah Bahmani.

across Tungabhadra.

He also built a dam
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Devaraya II (1422 - 1446)

Inducted a large number of Muslims in
the army (their induction however had
begun during Devraya's I reign). Nuniz
informs us that a large number of kings
paid tribute to him.

Nicolo Conti

Has of
Vijaynagar's capital and Abdur Razzaq of

given a graphic account
the countryside.

Krishna Deva Raya (1509 - 30)

Won Orissa (Gajapati Kingdom) for
Vijaynagar and Vijaynagar emerged
strongest during his regin.

e Krishna Deva Raya assumed the title
of Yavanrajaya Sthapancharya.

e Paes says that Krishna Deva Raya was
a man of much justice but subject to
sudden fits of rage.

e Krishna Deva Raya built a new city
and extended patronage to a large
number of poets (Astha Diggajas).

e Krishna Deva Raya wrote the political
treatise of Amuktamalyamada and
emphasized of the welfare of people.

e Rama Raja entered into a treaty with
Portuguese to obtain the monopoly of
horses.

e Vijaynagar's defeat came in the battle
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of Talikotta in 1565 due to Rama
Raja’s policy of playing one Muslim
dynasty aganist the other for making
Vijaynagar supreme.
THE SANGAMA DYNASTY
Harihara 1 (1336-1356) :He laid the
foundation of Vidyanagar.
Bukka I (1356-1379): Bukka strengthened
the city of Vidyanagar and renamed it
He

between the warring Vaishnavas and the

Vijayanagar. restored harmony
Jains. The Rais of Malabar, ceylon and
other countries kept ambassadors at his
Court

Harihara II (1379-1404)

Deva Raya I (1406-1422)

The third son of Harihara II): His greatest
achievement was his irrigation works,
where a dam was built across the
Tungabhadra, with canals leading to the
city. Nicolo Conti visited Vijaynagar
during his regin.

Devaraya II (1423 - 1446): He was the
grandson of Deva Raya I. Ahmad Shah I
Bahamani invaded Vijayanagar and
exacted a war indemnity.

He was called Immadi Deva Raya. In his

he has the of
'Gajabetekara’ (the elephant hunter).

inscriptions title
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Dindima was his court poet, whereas
Srinatha was given the title of Kavi-
Sarvabhauma. Thirty four poets received
his patronage.

Abdur Ruzzak, the envoy of Shah Rukh
visited Vijayanagar during his resign. He
is the author of two Sanskrit works:

Sudhanidhi

commentary on the Brahmasutras of

Mahanataka and a
Badrayana.

THE SALUVA DYNASTY

Origins: The Saluvas were closely linked
to the Sangamas via marriage. Both
regarded themselves as member of the
Yadav family of the Lunar race. Saluva
Mangu served Kumara Kampana in his
campaigns against the Sultan of Madurai
and was awarded the title Saluva (falcon -
he upon his foes like a falcon).

SALUVA NARASIMHA (1486-1491)
Timma (1491 - 1493)

Immadi Narashimha (1493-1505) : Both
were minors during the regency of
NarsaNayaka and his son.

Narsa Nayanka Regency (1491-1503) : On
Qasim Barid's (the Wazir of Mahmud
Shah) invitation Narsa Nayak defeated
Yusuf Adil Shah of Bijapur a Manuva in
1491 and gained the forts of Raichur and
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Mudkal, but was lost to Yusuf Adil Shah
in 1493. Timma the crown prince died and
Immadi Narasimha was placed on the
throne, and was removed to Penukonda
so as ro be kept undar control.

Vasco Da Gama landed in Calicut during
his reign in 1498 and in 1502 imposed
commercial restrictions on the chief of
Bhatkal who was his vassal. His four sons
were Vira Narasimha, Krishna Deva
Raya, Ranga and Achutya.

Vira Narsimha's (1503 - 1505) Regency :
He the the
assassination of Immadi Narasimha.
VIJAYNAGAR LOCAL GOVERMENT

The country was divided into kuttams; a

became king after

kuttam into nadus; a nadu into aimbadin
melagram; below this came the agaram.
A province in Karnataka was divided into
venthes; a venthe into simes; a simi into
sthalas; and a sthala into valitas.

The Auagar system was an important
feature of the village organistion. Body of
twelve functionaries, know as "ayagars”
conducted every village affair. They were
granted tax free lands "manyoms", which
they were to enjoy in perpetuity. In
addition to land tax there were various

other taxes such as property tax, tax on
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sale of produce (rate varied according to
the type of soil, crop, method of irrigation
etc), profession taxes, military
contribution , taxes on marriage etc.
BAHMANI KINGDOM

Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah (1347 - 58)
He also know as Hasan Gangu and whose
original name was Ismail Mukh, founded
the Bahmani kingdom with its capital at
Gulbarga (First capital).

There were a total of fourteen Bahmani
Sultans.

Taj-ud-din Firoz Shah (1397 - 1422)

The Greatest among them all. He was
determined to make Deccan the cultural
centre of India. Inducted large number of
Hindus in the administration on large
scale. Paid much attention to the ports of
his Kingdom Chaul & Dabhol which
attracted trade ships from Persian Gulf &
Red Sea.

Ahmad Shah Wali (1422 - 35)

Transferred the capital form Gulbarga to
Bidar.

MAHMUD GAWAN

He was the Prime Minister or the Peshwa
of Muhammad Shah III between 1463-81.
The Bahmani kingdom saw a resurgence
his His military

under guidance.
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conquests included Konkan, Goa and the
Krishna-Godavari delta. He divided the
kingdom into eight tarafs, each governed
by a tarafdar. In every province, Khalisa
(tract of land) was set apart for the
expenses of the Sultan.
The discontented nobles, particularly the
'Daccan’(also called Habshis) nobles who
resented the rise of 'Afaqis’ (also called
gharibs) or new arrivals from West Asia
organised a conspiracy against Gawan
(an Afaqi) and had him executed in 1482.
After Gawan's execution, the Bahmani
kingdom began to decline and
disintegrate.

BREAKUP OF THE BAHMANI

KINGDOM

Nizam Shahis of Ahmadnagar (1490-1633)
Founder of city of Ahmednagar and the
kingdom was Ahmad Nizam Shah. Later
conquered and annexed by Shah Jahan
(1633).
Adil shahis of Bijapur (1490 -1686)
Founded by Yusuf Adil Shah. Greatest
rular was Ibrahim Adil Shah. Introduced
Dakhini in place of Persian as court
language. Gol Gumbaz, was built by
Muhammad Adil Shah. It is also famous

for the so-called "'Wispering Gallery'.
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Bijapur was later Conquered and
annexed by Aurangzeb (1687).

Imad Shahis of Berar (1490-1574)
Founded by Fatullah Khan Imad-ul-mulk
with Daulatabad as capital. Later it was
conquered and annexed by one of the
Nizam Shahi rulers of Ahmadnagar.
Qutub Shahis of Golconda (1518-1687)
Founded by Quli Qutub Shah (1518-43)
who built the famous Golconda fort and
made it his capital. Another Qutub Shahi
ruler, Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah, was
the greatest of all, and it was he who
founded the city of Hyderabad (originally
Known as Bhagyanagar after the name of
the Sultan's favourite, Bhagyamati) and
he also built the famous Charminar. Most
important port of QutubShahi Kingdom
was Masulipatnam. The kingdom was
later annexed by Aurangzeb (1687).

Barid Shahis of Bidar (1528-1619)
Founded by Ali Barid. It was later

annexed by the Adil shahis of Bijapur.
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