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The Bhakti Movement
The word ‘Bhakti’ is

‘Bhakta’ meaning to

derived from
serve, honour,
revere, love and adore. The word occurs
for the first time in the Upanishads
where it appears with the co-doctrines of
Bhakti

movement spawned into several different

grace and  selfsurrender.
movements all across North and South
India. In North, though the emphasis was
on Vaishnavism, but instead of being
focussed on Vishnu, it chose to focus
itself on Vishnu’s human incarnations -
Rama and Krishna, the respective avatars
central to the two epics Ramayana and
Mahabharata.

Rukmini or Radha with Krishna. Images

Sita with Rama and
of these deities and their consorts
installed in temples were worshipped.
The path of Bhakti was not directly
accessible to the lower cates; for them the
path of prapati (unquestioned self-
surrender) was prescribed. Singing of
Bhajans and dancing formed an
important part of this worship. The
dancers were deva-dasis (female slaves of
the the

nagarvadhus wives)
Worship be

deity) inside temple, but

(public outside.

tended to intensely
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emotional.

BHAKTI SAINTS
Ramanuja
In 11th century, Ramanuja tried to
assimilate Bhakti to the tradition of
Vedas. He argued that grace of God was
more important than knowledge about
him in order to attain salvation. The
tradition established by Ramanuja was
followed by number of thinkers such as
Madhavacharya, Ramananda,
Vallabhacharya and others.,
Jnandeve (1275-96 AD)
He was progenitor of Bhakti movement
in Maharashtra.
Namdeva (1270-1350 AD)
He was a Nirguna Upasaka. Some of his
abhangas are included in Guru Granth
Sahib.
Ekanath (1548 AD)
He was opposed to caste distinction and
evinced greatest sympathy for men of low
caste.
Tukaram
He was a farmer’s son and a great devotee
of vitthal.
Ramadasa (1608)
He established ashramas all over India. It

was from him that Shivaji received the
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inspiration to overthrow Muslim
authority and found the kingdom.
Gurunanak (1469-1539 AD)

He was a mystique of Nirguna School but

his branched

Hinduism and founded a

followers off from
separate

religious system. He became a wandering

preacher of a casteless, universal, ethical,

anti-ritualistic and monotheistic and

highly spiritual religion.

Surdasa (1483-1513)

He belongs to Saguna School. He was a

disciple of famous religious teacher

Vallabhacharya. He sang the glory of

Krishna’s childhood and youth in his

Sursagar.

Tulsi Das (1532-1623 AD)

He belongs to Saguna School of Hindu

He the

Ramacharitamanas.

Mystics. composed famous
« Another popular movement, which
arose around the 12th century, was
Lingayat or Vir Shaiva movement. Its
founder was Basava and his newphew
Channabasava who lived at the courts of
Kalchuri kings of Karnataka.

ADI SANKARACHARYA

The period after Guptas is marked by

revival and expansion of Hinduism and
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continued decline of Jainism and
Buddhism. He is called Aquinas of
Hinduism, since he reduced the

apparently selfcontradictory passages of
the Upanishads into one consistent
system. He propounded the doctine of
Advaita (non - dualism). According to this
philosophy, there are various levels of
truth. On a lower level, the world is a
creation of Brahma. But, on the highest

the

(illusion). The only ultimate reality was

level, whole universe is Maya
Brahama, the impersonal world soul.
According to Sankara, God and the
created world were one. He wrote
excellent commentaries on Bhagwadgita
and Upanishads. After his death 4 mathas
were established in Sringeri (Karnataka),
Dwaraka (Gujarat), Puri (Orissa) and
Badrinath in the Himalayas.

HINDU RELIGOUS IDEAS
Vishishtadvaita of Ramanujacharya
It means qualified monoism. The
ultimate reality according to it is Brahma
(God) who is imminent in matter and
individual souls and controls them from
within.
Sivadvaita of Srikanthacharya

He propounded the view that Shiva
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endowed with Shakti is ultimate Brahma
who pervades the universe and exists
beyond it.

Dvaita of Madhavacharya

According to this dualism the world in
not an illusion but reality full of real
distinctions. God, matter and soul are all
unique in their nature and are irreducible
to each other.

Dvaitadvaita of Nimbark acharya
Accoridng to this dualistic monoism
Brahma really transformed himself into
the world and souls, which are real and
distinct and different from God, but
cannot exist without its support.
Suddhadvaita of Vallabhacharya
Vallabha’s
Pushtimarga (the path of grace) and his

philosophy is known as
school by the name of Rudrasampradaya.
Brahma is identified with Sri Krishna.
Salvation is through Sneha (deep-rooted
and all surpassing love for God).
Achintyabhedavada of Chaitanya

God according to Chaitanaya is Krishna.
He is infinite life and bliss. He is full of
infinite power and consciousness. Radha
is the power of Krishna, there is no
difference between him and Radha.

Although infinite he incarnates in from of

uf<h & dud 29 T §& € S g|re #
AT & 3R 399 W HIS[S &l
HTHYATATE & gd

29 GddIg & IR JUR Th YH -Tal
dfeh ar&did 9g1 I WRI drdiddl &l
SR, UGTY 3R SfTHT AT U1 Upid |
3gd1d & 3R Th gk o iy suiiies
&l

Tk st ®l gdgd

29 gddIg! Uhadig % 3T{aR Sl o
qdd § WY ol G9R 3R AT §
FYTdid o fordr, it aredfae ok fafery
EAREIMIATTE AfpTsar gudT &
foT arfcica § 181 38 Iehd|
qEAITATE ®T YGTed

gty & G bl JIHTT (31IUE T {1)
3R 3h THl &l IGIUSHE & AW I
ST STTdT 8] & bl Ugd T HHwT d i
STt & gtk TaT (38R & folg Tedl 7
3R T &S 0H) & ATAT I 8

Jdq BT ATTTHGATG

I & AR WA FWT 8] 98 37
Siiad 3fR 371G &l 98 3d b 3R
AT & gRYLT & T HWT B LI &,
30 R YT § ®ls 3R T8l &l =y
3Hd a8 R TR T orgdRkd €ar 8




finite mortals and is subject to love.
Bhakti or devotion is only means of
liberation. Chaitanya spread the message
that Raag Marg or path of spontaneous
love was the best for salvation.

SUFISM

« Those saints among the Muslims who
life

renunciation were called Sufis. Another

advocated a of purits and
view is that the word Sufi came out of the
word Sooph meaning wool.

« One of the earliest Sufis was a woman
saint Rabia of Basra who laid great
emphasis on love as bond between god
and individual soul.

« The Sufis were organized in 12 order or
Silsilas. The silsilas were generally led by
a prominet mystic who lived in Khanqah
along with his disciples.

« The Sufi orders are widely divided into
two:- Ba-Sahara that is those who
followed the Islamic law and Be-sahara,
that is those , who were not movement
only two acquired significant influnce.
These were the Chisti and Suharwardi
Silsilas.

Chisti Silsila

The Chisti order was founded by Khawaja
Abdal Chisti in Herat and it was brought
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to India by Khwaja Moinud-din Chisti
(1141-1236). He arrived at Lahore in 1161
AD and settled at Ajmer about 1206 AD.
However, the most famous of Chists
saints were Nizamuddin Auliya and
Nasiruddin Chirag-i-Delhi. Auliya was
Muhbuh-i-Ilahi
(beloved of God). They made themselves

generally known as
popular by adopting musical recitation
called Sama to create mood of nearness
to god.

Suhrawardi Silsila

It was founded by Shaikh Shihabuddin
Suhrawardi. The credit or organising it
goes to Shaik Bahauddin Zakariya. Its
main centre was Multan. Saints of this
order had big Jagirs had close contact
with state.
Firdausi Silsila
Shaik Badruddin
established it in Delhi, but later on it

of Samarth first

moved to Bihar and became the most

influential mystic order. Its most
distinguised  saint  was  Shaikh
Shamasuddin  Yahya  Munair who

believed in Pantheistic monoism.
Shattari Silsila
It was founded in India by Shah Abdullah

Shattan. However it gained in popularity
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Muhammad Ghauth of

Gwalior. Among his disciple were the

under Shaik

famous musician Tansen. The Shattari
saints sought tot synthesize Hindu and
mystical Muslim thoughts to practice.
Qadiri Silsila

Shah Niamatullah Qadri was probably
the first notable saint of this order to
enter India but it was Syed Muhammad
Jilani who organized it on affective basis.
Dara Shikoh, the eldest son of Shah
Jahan was follower of this order.
Nagshbandi Silsila

This Silsila was introduced in India by
Khwaja Baqi Billah during the later years
of Akbar’s reign. It attained a position of
great importance in India under the
leadership of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhinid. He
was opposed to pantheistic philosophy
wahadat-ul-wujud and propounded the
theory of wahadat-ul-shudud.

SHER SHAH SURI (1540-1545)

He was born to Hasan, the Jagirdar of
Kwaspur, Sasaram and Hajipur Tanda as
Farid. Ibrahim Lodi
father’s Jagir to him. In 1527-28, he joined

transferred his

Babur’s service and then returned to
Bihar as deputy governor and guardian of

the minor king Jalal Khan Lohani. He
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aided Mahmud Lodi at Ghagra. In 1530,
he usurps throne as Hazarat-i-Ala. He
gained Chunar by marryhing the widow
Lad Malika. Humayun besieged Chunar
again. In 1539, he captured Chausa. He
assumed the title Sher Shah as emperor.
In 1540 he annexed kannauj and then
Lahore.

He died

Kalinjar.

in 1545 while conquering
VARIOUS DIWANS
Administration
He continued the central machinery of
adminsitration which had developed
during the Sultanate period. A number of
villages comprised of Pargana, which was
under the charge of Shiqdar, who looked
after the law and order and general
administration. The Munsif or Amil
looked after the collection of land
revenue. Above the Pargana was the Shiq
or Sarkar under the charge of the
Shigdar-i-Shigdaram. A number of
Sarkars were grouped into a province.
Justice
Civil cases of pargana were heard by
Amin and criminal cases by a Qazi or
Mir-i-Adal. He introduced the principle

of local responsbility for local crimes.
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Muqqadams were punished for failure to
find culprits.

Revenue System

Land was measured using the Sikandari-
gaz (a unit of measure introduced by
Sikandar Lodi) One third of the average
was fixed as tax. The peasant was given a
patta (title deed) and a qabuliyat (deed of

agreement) which fixed the peasants

rights and taxes. Zamindars were
removed and the taxes were directly
collected.
Currency

He introduced the silver rupaya, and
copper daam.

Public Works

Purana Qila was built along with Grand
Trunk Road from Sonargaon (Bengal) to
Attock (NWFP). He also built 1700 sarais
(rest houses) which also doubled as dak

chaukis.
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